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Firve, Water and Wilderness
Pavasha Bemidbar
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! HASHEM spoke to Moses in the Wildemess of Sinai, in thé Tent of Meeting, on the first ofﬁ
second month, in the second year after their exodus from the land of Egypt, saying: -

2 “Take a census of the entire assembly of the Children of Israel according to their famu,e;
according to their fathers’ household, by number of the names, every male according tO»thei;
head count. 3 From twenty years of age and up — everyone who goes out to the legion in Israg
— you shall count them according to their legions, you and Aaron. 4 And with you shall beone
man from each tribe; a man who is a leader of his father's household, e

-
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The Torah was given accompanied by three things: with fire, with

water, and in the wilderness...
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(Bemidbar Rabbah 1:7)

14 HASHEM spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, saying, 1 “Count the sons of Leyi
according to their fathers’ household, according to their families, every male from one month of
. age and up shall you count them."” 16 Moses counted them according to the word of HASHEM, as

* he had been commanded.
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/ The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 3:7) offers the following
/ concept. The Levite infants surely did not participate in
' guarding the Sanctuary; to the contrary, they themselves

needed protection. Rathen, God wished to reward the Levites
" ‘greatly for their loyal service, so when they became thirty

years old and began to serve in the Sanctuary, God consid-
ered it asif they had indeed served from the age of one

month, and He rewarded them accordingly. Similarly, the
prophet Samuel is credited with judging Israel all the days’ of

. his life (1Samuel 7:15), although he was a judge for only ten of
" his fifty-two years. Nevertheless, [because of his lifelong
" dedication] he was réwarded as if he had actually judged the

' neople all of his life.
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fter each tribe has been counted, the Torah continueél‘with a de-

scription of the degalim, the banners under which each of them
encamped. There were four encampments, each containing three
tribes, and each degel stopped at its designated place when the people
were instfucted to encamp. We have learned to consider no detail as
agbitrary. If so, what was the function of this formation? .
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angels came down with Him,..and all of them were arranged in de- | ' #

galim [encampments]...Once Yisrael saw them in their dega:fimz they

began to desire to be encamped in degalim. They said, “If only we
could be made into degalim like them.”...God said to them, YRegard-

ing that which you desire — to be in degalim — by vyour lives, I shall
fulfill your request.”...Immediately, God made them known to klal
Yisrael, and He said to Moshe, “Make degalim for them, as they de-
sired.” :

(Bemidbar Rabbah 2:3)

| R R

T

sl

R



/”@J‘H’f #(T,UN ?7.n-.@_p.v vk 7

1% ww w3 ponon,”Mpononn” N DRI XYM 3,01 (PE1Y N2DN
TNEY XD PIM MPENOAT MDY D501 BMAT Pwn? MRUY w1ty 8
X2 ,IP3 ww nn3 ovmwa a2 pononb whyw manma anmay

{o
a”, 71273 MPponoan iy o3 D YY mwpn nX .0PImW 1Ny

Pria amm L33 we v abha Ys anna wposw mvawn an anxd
MR? NHER M LM MM o R Dponom ,mvon? uyn waow
AL NUNTIIY 19D 923 NRY ansn mxad v0 13 1m0 M0 o ov

. Pnwn_nbsha obthm T avhn mywa mmnna omvn o

M'w owpan brx o3 oon @'P5N0Y 2792 'R TIMYY PAY ,awa
R ¥X 272 TIWAAI NN POYY W RXIEEd TR op ,a%Dna
obons aenn nmoya poass WpUnw WR MY 1 oMY DRy

| - A @ J - 'J\J 8 '
| 3 o DR R 0M327 2 Iy Wab wm
MmN MMO° X 781 0w 7NN NN ooaw
. MIP3 007377 M bw - yrpom Laxpwon
- KM ARmn T%3 WX amnn bapb aap "y
my7 anxn wnEm wxs W Yaen o
CAO2ITPI WRA 1D 01570 YU Lyt mTey f
MITT 93 KPNW INIT_WRI WYY Manbnm
XY '3 n12y2 manbna Yo wra ' ox3 wrs
AMNT OR LUR 25w o x%an poon xban
[ TMRAT RO BR 92 NR DD TeIPm

f: .

Al

Mo own nawn’ MRDY ’YK 113 v'w a3 pononb Kb woan Y 31 E30)

| Pon 2nw wpn yaw WK wom 3 w¥d vh Mo pnwwn boa

* physical sense, so too,

W3 PEYD AYYI MAT WIYY 75 K9R 1Y PR DwIDD BN X ovm

o%nn) 77yPR T WRT WM e 13N nwaina on ot Yven pibs

TIX3 M3 7% Awd 'wea o axmy 1 mEnd *wp nnbs o 700337 (2 30

DIND ARY b3 Y¥3 Yv wnwan nvRy ™ P am %a oy
ST .oan xb%

Xan_own nenna Y9 aww wb PRw "on b o vy g

: ¥ .

‘ X2 M .0wn Y0 nwwn pan nmwn mbma Yo y™ a*myn ninna
| 991 Mty e Ry Y1 PRO ®Yn P2 % LM pONe'w 1o
s1ID TOWW 19V Y13 INKD Yasn MNaAva abp nym

B Shem Hishesedl,

Justas we saw that the banner enables people to join together in a
in a more spirituaj sense the degel refers to at-
tachment and the bond of love, indicating a constant, laving relation-

ship with God. We may now understand what is meant by the
Midrash when it describes ki Yisrael as wanting to emulate the de-

galim of the angels. Angels are not subject to the Vicissitudes of human
life and are thus able to enjo a continuous, high-leyel relationshj
with God. Yisrael admired this greatly and asked God if they could
also maintain such a relationshi .‘Eﬂﬂﬂhﬂmemu@mr-

mal physical activities of day-to-day Jj wanted to remain cloge
I

to rem
- to God, without ever allowing the physical nature of their lives'to im-

- pede or_cloud that relaﬁonship.
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| Rashi comments that because of God's love for the Jewish

* people, He counted them frequently: when they left Egypt

. (Exodus 12:37); after the sin of the Golden Calf, to see how
many were left after the sinners died (ibid. 38:26); and now
when He rested His Presence among them.

} 2

Ramban (v. 45) offers three reasons that God wanted them
counted:

(a) The miraculous growth of the nation, which had come
to Egypt as a family of only seventy people but two hundred
and ten years before, showed conclusively that God loved
them very.much. So, too, did the need to count them after
every significant loss of life. Every Jew is important to God.

(b).Each member of the nation had a right to benefit from
the personal atterition of Moses and Aaron, and the census
was a great opportunity for every Jew who came before “the
father of the prophets and his brother, the holy one of God”
to tell them his name and to be counted as an individual of
personal worth. Surely Moses and Aaron would bless them

and pray for them, and the half-shekel contribution would .

bring them atonement.
(c) Since the people were about to go directly into Eretz
' Yisrael — and would have had they not sinned in the episode
of the spies (chapters 13-14) —a census was needed to pre-
. pare the miilitary campaigh and to know how many people
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U . B
~ Hashem was tea'ching Moshe and the Children of Israel the
value and uniqueness of each and every person. No one can be
treated as a_mere number, even when he is bei a

census,Mbsh e’ had to meet each member of B'nei Yisrael and show
him the honor and respect he deserved. as a human being created
1§ .

in the “image” m.
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- When dealing with a group of people, be it a group of ten or ten

thousand, we must be conscious of the fact that the group is
- gomprised of individuals, each one unique and worthy of the
1 entire world existing for hi nhedrin 37a). Each person
. deserves the dignity and warmth of our mrsoﬁai attention, and
~cannot be looked upon as just a number. Every resident of our
- community, every member of our family, every co-worker at our

_job should be treated with the same care and sensitivity we

I
| ourselves would expect.

'~ Sometimes just stopping to spend a few ‘moments with another

| person, even if only long enough to share a smile and say “good *

morning,” can do a great deal to raise his spirits and carry him
through the rigors of his daily schedule. If we bear in mind the
overwhelming love and concern Hashem has for each of His

‘children, we will surely feel 3 natural desire to emulate His
, example. '
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16. 'n1 95y — According to the word of HasHeM. It would
have been improper for Moses to enter the Levite tents to
count the suckling infants. He waited outside, therefore,
while the Divine Presence preceded him, and a Heavenly
voice proclaimed how many babies were in the tent (Rashi).
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'NEI YISRAEL MARCHED IN FORMATION, each tribe
with its own degel — flag — as they traveled through
the desert. They looked so regal and awesome in this
arrangement that, Rabbeinu Bechaya (ibid:) explains,

- YT AN am awvp m L,7mina XYY aven 3Pt _any

e

37

IR 7000 110 2"n e VW I am o mnbe vy wynb

| N INBY mnn WY FoNrY hRoI 13 1 NATPW 0O D3 MYOR

72 T DRT anwwy paen DR aYem akanm L nmwn mbns neks

An Offer
B’nei Yisrael
Refused

the nations of the world, greatly impressed
by this sight, asked B'nei Yisrael to join them,
offering them the highest positions and the
most royal treatment. B'riei Yisrael refused:
“How_can _you give us the same honor

Hashem' has given us? We will remain with the source of all

kindness — Hashem.”
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Parents, however, should not rely entirely on the
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nursery. They should also teach their ‘children some
Jewish practices and elementary Torah knowledge, for
example, some basic facts about Shabbos and Yomim
Tovim and the awareness that Hashem looks afterus.

¥ These matters can be imparted by the mother in an
indirect manner, whilst the child is playing,' or whilst
she takes him for a walk or prepares him for going to
bed. The mother can communicate with the child about

some of these matters, evén before the child fully :

understands language.
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Let us discover the ideas underlying this Midrashic statement.
We can say that a person is comprised of three primary constituents.

These are the

the physical component, and the two nonphysical

parts — the seichel, the intellectual component, and the nefesh, the

emotional element. Since the Torah penetrates every fiber of our be- ,

ing, its acceptance must infuse each of these primarv elements.

g
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The wilderness is, as its name suggests, far from human habita-
tion, a place where a person lives alone with no contact with civiliza-
tion. This corresponds to the intellect, for several reasons. The brain,
the seat of.the intellect, reposes in the head, which i m
.the rest of the body. This suggests that in reality the intellect lives in
its own world, divorced from the body. And, of course; every person’s
intellectual makeup is different from that of every other. This means
that in an objective sense, he is alone with his thoughts, as no one in

o,

Fipally, water represents the physical element of man. In the
thought system of the Maharal, every object is described in terms of

chomer, the raw substance, and tzurah, the form which the material

takes. tq make it useful. For‘example, wood is chomer, but chair or book-
case is its tzurah. The most striking example of Jpure, unchanneled

the world thiriks in quite the same way af he. ’
45 Fire always symbolizes the ability of man to fill himself with en-
thusiasm and encourage himself to act. Shiomo HaMelech exclaims:

...for love is as strong as death, jealousy as strong as the grave; its coals are
coals of fire of a great flame.

(Shir HaShirim 8:6)

Thus the fire of the soul has the force to fuel the emotions. It is
clear, then, that when Chazal say that the Torah was given with fire,

this means that it was able to stimulate the emotional capacity of

, chomer is water, which takes the shape of whatever container it fills, It
thus has absolutely no fzurah of its own. The human body without the
soul’s guiflance is merely undeveloped chomer and thus is perfectly
represented by water. " :

(Chagigah 6b)

man. .
This idea can be used to explain the following gemara:
Rabbi Akiva says, “The Torah was given in its entirety. at Sinai, re-
peated at the Tent of Meeting [the Mishkan], and again repeated at
the plains of Mo’av.”
43

P

The original acceptance of the Torah at Mount Sinai was primar-
ily an intellectual one, as symbolized by Sinai’s location in the desert.
The Mishkan was a place where a Jew could bring an offering and re-
pent of his transgressions. {f he had endangered his holy soul with his
sin, the animal’s soul would be accepted instead of his. The repetition
of the Torah at the Mishkan thus represents a soul-felt, emotional ag-
ceptance of the law. This is symbolized by the fire which came down
from heaven, consuming the offering. .

W9 The Hebrew word for ‘plains” is arvos, which can also mean “mu-
tual responsibility,” that is, ignoring the selfish needs of one’s body

and harnessing them to the demand_g#gf the Torah. Thus the final
repetition which took place at the plains of Mo’av, by the waters of the
Jordan, corresponds to a physical acceptance of the Torah. )

We see, then, that the Torah was well designed to pervade every
element of man, his substance, emotions, and intellect, and thereby
perfect the world, returning it to its original flawless state, as existed
before the sin of Adam and Chavah. -

Zo

them remained and still remain with us in our collt_éct_ive héritage.
Regarding the golden calf, we are told:

...and on the day of remembrance [of sin], I will remember this sin of

theirs.

Concerning the sin of the meragliim, we learn that

He lifted up His hand against them, swearing to overthrow them in the
wilderness: to cast out their seed also among the nations and to scatter

them in the lands.

And since Yisrael cried for no reason at the report of the spies,
that day (Tishah B'Av) was fixed as a day of wégping for future genera-

tions.! )
The sin at the plains of Mo’av is described as follows:

1

Alas, man’s evil inclination at each of these three stages intro-

duced a corresponding sin. At Sinai, the people indulged in the idola-
try of the golden calf, a primarily intellectual sin, incorrectly
attributing power to a being otherthan God, At the Mishkan, their sin
was that of the spies who succeeded in making the people despise
Eretz Yisrael and fear their future encounters with its indigenous na-
tions. This was not a thought-out reaction, Jather one of crude emo-

* tion. At the plains of Mo'ay, the people commiitted immoral acts with
' the women of Mo’a , sinning wi ’ :

i ies.
It is interesting for us to note that since these 'sins occurred at

-such crucial moments — when the Torah was still new to the people ...

-and the nascent nation was highly impressionable — that traces of

(Shemos 32:34)

(Tehillim 106:26-27)
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Is the sin of Pe’or [the idolatry of Mo’av] too little for us, from which we

have not been cleansed until this day?

(Yehoshua 22:17)
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